
RESOLUTION NUMBER 84 

HONORING HENRY B. GRAY, JR. 

 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis of the 

passing of Henry B. Gray, Jr. on Tuesday, December 3, 2020; and 

  

WHEREAS, Henry B. Gray Jr. was born in Chicago, Illinois on June 23, 1969 to Henry and Laverne Gray; 

and  

  

WHEREAS, subsequent to attending Whitney Young Magnet High School, Henry graduated from Purdue 

University with a degree in Engineering, and worked for the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) for 

29 years; and  

  

WHEREAS, Henry left behind his beloved wife, April Gray, his daughter, Amber K. Gray, and his two step 

children: Akyra Davis and Alec Davis. Henry put them before all others; and  

  

WHEREAS, Henry was gregarious and loved spending time and sharing his talents with family and friends and 

was always the life of the party. His passions included photography, deejaying, computer technology, and 

backgammon; and  

 

WHEREAS, he was an avid poker player and belonged to a poker club. He enjoyed collecting and smoking 

cigars and also belonged to a cigar club. Henry loved to cook, and steaks were his specialty whether it was 

grilling, broiling or using his sous vide; and 

  

WHEREAS, Henry loved traveling the world and his trips included visits to China, Thailand, Greece, 

Colombia and many other countries. Cruising with his cruise group, created by his wife, was also a passion. 

They are called St. Louis' Finest and every September they cruised the Carribean where he often went scuba 

diving, and exploring the deep sea; and  

  

WHEREAS, he had a passion for whiskey and created a Facebook group with his wife called, “The 

Bourbonaires” that accumulated over 1,300 members. His liquor collection consisted of hundreds and hundreds 

of bottles, including very rare and vintage makes. He was also a member of the Missouri Whiskey Society; and  

  

WHEREAS, Henry loved his community. He served for many years on the board of the Gate District 

East Neighborhood Association, including a long tenure as President. He also served as the Treasurer of the 6th 

Ward Democratic Association and had political aspirations, so he ran for Alderman of the 6th Ward in 2019; 

and  

  

WHEREAS, there was nothing anybody could ask for that Henry would not do. He had helpful guidance or an 

answer for everything. Henry was a “one of a kind soul” and will be forever missed. It is also important to note 

Henry was always impeccably dressed and/or dressed well for every occasion.  

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause to 

honor and reflect upon the life of Henry B. Gray, Jr. and by adoption of this Resolution, wish to join in with 

those celebrating his life. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the 

minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to the 

honoree at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduced on the 11th day of December, 2020 by: 

The Honorable Christine Ingrassia, Alderwoman 6th Ward  

 

Adopted this 11th day of December, 2020 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 

 


